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Denmark is a part of the European Union



Pig welfare – great public interest!



Our challenge:

Licence to produce



Animal Welfare legislations

EU Legislation

Danish National Legislations

Voluntary 

Industry agreements

Special

Contract

Production



Tail docking

Ban on routinely tail docking in EU

From 2019

1) Written documentation of tail bites

2) Complete a risk assessment

3) Documentation when live pigs are sold

Only half the tail must be docked between day 2 and 4



Local anesthesia before castration

• Danish legislation (2018): 
Farmers are allowed to give local anaesthesia 

to piglets prior to castration, if they have 

completed a course

• Industry initiative (2019): 
The use of local anaesthesia is a requirement 

in the Danish pig producers quality assurance 

program DANISH Product Standard



The governmental animal welfare label 



Market driven animal welfare
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Loose sows in all sections

Production of pigs with intact tails

Increase sow and piglet survival

Better handling of sick pigs

Pig industry Animal Welfare Goals
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How do we keep sows in 
Denmark?



1616

Group-housed throughout the service and gestation periods

Gestation period1-4-week service period4 – 5 weeks in 

farrowing unit

1999 (DK) – 2013 (EU)2015 – 2035 (DK)202x? (DK)



Feeding systems for sows

Electronic sow 

feeding 

Free access 

stalls

Floor feeding 



Service unit • New housing from January 2015

• All housing from January 2035

• Today ~ 1/3 loose in service unit

• Dry sows can be housed in crates 

for up to three days



Gestation unit

• In Denmark there must be straw on the 

solid/drained floor

• Sprinkling system required



Farrowing unit – traditional 



Farrowing unit – loose

Danish industry objectives is to move away from traditional farrowing 
crates towards free-farrowing



Weaners and finishers

DK

Slatted Floors Only partly slatted

Sprinkling system Demand

Weaning age is 28 days (21 days)



Rooting and enrichment materials

All weaners, finishers, sows and boars must have access to sufficient 
amounts of appropriate rooting and enrichment materials



Hospital pens

• Cover & heating

• Cooling

• Straw or rubber mat



What do we know about sow
mortality in Denmark?



Sow mortality in Denmark

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20
Year



Sow mortality in Denmark
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Distribution of dead and euthanized according to section

Farrowing unit

Gestation unit

Killed gilts/sows Dead gilts/sows



Farmer registrations – sudden death in sows and gilts

Acute

Other reasons

Legs

Farrowing

Bloated sow

Not recorded

Stomach ulcer

Shoulder

Infection

Prolapse

Found dead



Farmer registrations – euthanized sows and gilts

Euthanized Acute

Other reasons

Legs

Farrowing

Bloated sow

Not recorded

Stomach ulcer

Shoulder

Infection

Prolapse



Tekstslide med punktopstilling

Brug knapperne ‘Forøge / Formindske 

indryk’ for at skifte mellem

de forskellige tekst niveauer

Sows with leg problems – mixing 
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We collect information from Danish sow herds

• Today we gather information from 200 Danish sow herds

• Those are both production herds and breeding herds

• We identify and analyze patterns in data



Sow mortality in production herds

Euthanized Sudden death

Production herds



Dead and euthanized according to mortality level

Sow mortality < 10 % Sow mortality 10-15 % Sow mortality > 15 %



Sow mortality - causes of euthanization

Lethargic

Shoulder ulcer

Reproduction problems 

Prolapse

Claws

Farrowing problems 

Leg problems / lame        

Other / unknown

Sudden death

60-70 percent of the sows are

euthanized due to claw or leg problems



Tekstslide med punktopstilling

Brug knapperne ‘Forøge / Formindske 

indryk’ for at skifte mellem

de forskellige tekst niveauer

Why are Danish sows euthanized and not send to slaughter?

Fitness for transport 

EU regulations and Danish regulations

Not fit for transport:

➢ Lame sows

➢ Sows with severe wounds

➢ Sows with a prolapse

➢ Sows who are generally affected



Sow mortality – causes of sudden deaths

Lethargic

Shoulder ulcer

Reproduction problem 

Prolapse

Claws

Farrowing problems 

Leg problems / lame        

Other / unknown

Sudden death

80 percent of sudden deaths are of unknown reasons



Tekstslide med punktopstilling

Brug knapperne ‘Forøge / Formindske 

indryk’ for at skifte mellem

de forskellige tekst niveauer

SEGES Innovation – sow mortality campaign since 2020

Management of gilts

Inspection of sows

Housing of sows

Sow mortality in summer Klik for at redigere teksttypografierne i masteren



Campaign on sow mortality



Other challenges

• Environment

• CO2 taxes

• Ban on zinc oxide

• Restrictions on antimicrobial use

• Consumer mindset –health issues…

.
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