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Aim

To describe the number and succes rate of PRRS eradications on Danish 
sow farms, and to quantify the effect on antimicrobial use and risk of re-
infection of farms completing an eradication programme. 



PRRS eradication on Danish sow farms

Partial depopulation

• Load

• Close

• Homogenize

• McRebel

• AASV guidelines

Total depop / repop

• All pigs removed

• Clean and disinfect

• Downtime (min 7 days) 

• Seronegative gilts introduced



Materials & Methods
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Results 
Number of sow farms performing a PRRS eradication



Total PRRS1 PRRS2 PRRS1+PRRS2

All eradications 207 99 71 37

Partial depopulation 159 (76.8%) 82 (82.8%) 53 (74.6%) 24 (64.9%)

Depop / repop 48 (23.2%) 17 (17.2%) 18 (25.4%) 13 (35.1%)

Results
Number and type of PRRS eradications



Total PRRS1 PRRS2 PRRS1+PRRS2

All eradications 207 99 71 37

Partial depopulation 159 82 53 24

Depop / repop 48 17 18 13

Success rate 89%

Results 
Partial PRRS eradications – success rate
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Total PRRS1 PRRS2 PRRS1+PRRS2

All eradications 207 99 71 37

Partial depopulation 159 82 53 24

Depop / repop 48 17 18 13

Success rate 82% 89% 81% 58%

Positive Under eradication

Positive

Negative 130
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Results 
Partial PRRS eradications – success rate



• 9% (16/173) re-infections during the study period

• Median time to re-infection of 344 days (132 - 1,241 days) 

Slightly higher incidence on study farms, 

compared with Danish sow farms (6%)

Results – follow-up
Re-infections on negative farms



Results 
Antimicrobials prescribed before and after a PRRS eradication

Significant reduction in 

antimicrobials prescribed 

for sows on PRRS 

eradicated farms



Conclusion

• Increase in the number of PRRS eradications on sow farms after the 
introduction of the PRRS control programme

• 82% success rate in Danish sow farms performing a partial PRRS depopulation

• Slightly higher incidence of PRRS on farms which had completed a successful 
PRRS eradication compared with Danish sow farms in general

• Reduced amount of antimicrobials prescribed in sow farms completing a PRRS 
eradication



VVD-PP-29
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